
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – REGULAR  

 

Monday, January 11, 2016– media notified 
 

 

The regular meeting was called to order by Mr. David DePasquale at 7:00 pm.   

R/C:  DePasquale-present; Zaccardelli-present; Schweikert-present;  

Fiscal Officer Gale-present.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

Mr. Schweikert moved to approve and dispense with the reading of the minutes of the 

December 14, 2015 Records Retention Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli. 

R/C Vote: Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli moved to approve and dispense with the reading of the minutes of the 

December 14, 2015 Regular Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 

R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli moved to approve and dispense with the reading of the minutes of the 

December 28, 2015 Special Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 

R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. Paul Schweikert introduced Judge Tammy O’Brien who swore in Trustees John 

Zaccardelli and David DePasquale.  John Zaccardelli was re-elected for another four year 

term, and David DePasquale was elected to complete the unexpired term ending 12/31/17. 

 

Police Chief David Hayes presented the Police Department’s Employee of the Year Award to 

Police Officer Daniel DeCrane for his consistent dedication to duty, demonstration of pride 

in the quality of his work and his exemplary performance throughout 2015. 

 

Trustee David DePasquale presented Police Officer Daniel DeCrane with Resolution 16-01 

as Employee of the Year.  Mr. DePasquale congratulated Daniel DeCrane and wished him 

continued success in his career. 

 

Police Officer Daniel DeCrane presented chevron pins to Police Explorers Kelley Tauring 

and Matt Newrones promoting them both to Sergeant Explorers.  

 

Police Chief David Hayes said the township had a very successful program this year called 

“Visit with Santa Claus”.   Numerous individuals were involved with this event.  

 

A proclamation was presented to Tina and Henry Rogusz by Trustee John Zaccardelli 

thanking them for the decorations which they donated for use, and their time and assistance 

in making our first “Sagamore Hills Visit with Santa” a huge success.  

 

Mr. Zaccardelli said the “Visit with Santa” was planned in July 2015 at one of our website 

meetings.  Mr. Zaccardelli thanked everyone involved with the program. 

 

Police Chief David Hayes presented letters of recognition to Lieutenant Brian Piekarski, 

Detective Dave Piekarski, Officer Ryan Shelby, Officer Emily Roxbury, Sergeant Dan Rice, 

Records Clerk Janell Mucha and Receptionist Laura Steimle for their help in making the 

“Visit with Santa” a huge success.  This will now be an annual event at the township. 

 

Police Chief David Hayes thanked Officers Victoria Miavitz, Daniel DeCrane and Emily 

Roxbury for their participation in the yearly program “Shop with the Cop”.  They helped five 

children in need.  The children were given $150.00 to spend at Walmart on Christmas gifts.  

They also gave five more children gift cards.  
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There was a ten minute recess for cake and pictures. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. DePasquale moved to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-01 Police Employee of the Year.  

Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.  R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. Schweikert moved to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-02 in honor of Tina and Henry 

Rogusz for their outstanding assistance with our “Visit with Santa”.   

Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.   

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. Schweikert moved to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-03 requesting a no parking ban on S. 

Boyden Road.    Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.    

R/C Vote: Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli moved to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-04 to authorize the chair to renew 

our agreement with Lexipol.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 

R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye. 

 

PENDING WARRANTS 
Mr. Schweikert moved to approve the Pending Warrant Report dated December 2015 in the 

amount of $438,570.24.   Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.    

R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Zoning Department – Report 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported there were 113 permits issued in 2015 for a total of $28,781.65 in 

zoning fees.   

 

There were six new house permits issued this year, 19 violation letters or postings went out, 

1 house condemned on S. Boyden that was torn down, 2 restaurants opened and 1 shut down 

and 1 new business opened.   

 

There are ten vacant homes that we know of in the township, 2 major fires this year, one in 

Greenwood Village and one on Lynnview Drive.  The house on Lynnview needs to be torn 

down.  There were some housing developments proposed; Mottl property, property on 

Dunham Road and the Baxter property.  There is a rumor there will be another one on 

Chaffee Road by Ashford Glen. 

 

Road Department – Report 

Mr. Schweikert reported our trucks have been out three times this year for salting and 

plowing.  Springs on the breaks and rear end went out on truck #513 today.   This will have 

to be shipped out for repair as this repair cannot be done “in house”.  We do have some 

spare trucks that we keep in the event that a truck goes down. 

 

Numerous ditches were cleaned out due to the heavy rain we had earlier in the year. 

 

Police Department – Report 

Mr. DePasquale reported on the statistics for December 2015.    The department handled 

488 calls for service, conducted 952 community policing calls and handed out 665 

"Patrolled Your Area Cards".       

 

The Investigative Section received twenty-two (22) investigations and closed all except two 

(2) of them.     

 

Two Sergeants continued their supervisory training through Kent State.  They attended an 

eight (8) hour class on “Managing Discipline”.   
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The department received three (3) commendations from residents praising members of the 

Police Department for their dedication to duty.   

 

Fire/EMS - Report  
Mr. DePasquale reported for 2015 there were 1,636 runs.  The department is in the middle of 

their EMS refresher every Saturday for six weeks.    

 

Mr. DePasquale recently had a meeting with Trustee Buescher of Northfield Center, and we 

added a fourth man due to the closing of the Sagamore Medical Center.  He should be officially 

hired next month. 

 

For the month of December there were 157 alarms.    Sagamore Hills had 16 Fire and 89 EMS 

calls.  Northfield Center had 11 Fire and 34 EMS calls.  The average response time is still five 

minutes. 

 

Fiscal Office 
The Fiscal Officer’s December 2015 report had a starting balance of $5,519,613.10 PLUS 

receipts of $93,974.46, MINUS expenditures of $473,476.46 (which includes memo receipts of 

$34,906.92 plus the pending warrant report of $438,570.24 as read by Mr. Schweikert).   The 

ending balance for December 2015 is $5,140,110.86. 

 

Mr. Gale stated earlier in the year we moved Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000.00) from the 

General Fund and transferred it over to the Roads Department.   At the last meeting of the year we 

just had enough funds that we determined to not only not transfer, but advance it and move it 

back.  Mr. Gale called the auditor’s office and asked the auditors to adjust it as an advance and 

bring that money back. 

 

Mr. Gale presented the Trustees with the 2015 Financial Reports.    As of today, we are the only 

township in Summit County that has filed with the Auditor’s Office.  Mr. Gale filed last week on 

January 6, 2016.  Mr. Gale asked Joanne to notify the press tomorrow that a copy of the report is 

available at the township. 

 

It was a very busy year.  Mr. Gale thanked Mr. Schweikert who with Mr. Gale went through 

every single receipt at the end of the year to make sure that all the funds are in the correct 

account.  We had a very tight year.   Our revenues exceeded our expenditures by $35,770.62.   

 

Mr. Gale stated the fiscal office is in the process of finishing up the W2’s, W4’s and quarterly 

reports.  This should be completed within the next two weeks. 

 

Mr. Gale thanked the three trustees for going through the process.   

 

Trustee Reports 

Mr. Zaccardelli announced every year the Cleveland Metroparks has a deer management program.  

From mid January through mid March, 12:00 noon to as late as midnight, parts of the park will be 

closed to effectively remove the deer.  Please check our website.  Shots will be fired from an 

elevated truck. 

 

Mr. Schweikert received a call from a resident regarding a fence dispute.  In the legislative alert 

received on January 8
th

 of this year, it stated a board of township trustees has no authority to settle 

the location of an existing partition fence.   If there is a debate over a fence, you pay for a survey, 

not the township.  Our zoning allows if there is an existing fence in place, it is under the 

assumption that the fence is in the right location, and the owner of the fence has one foot on the 

other side. 

 

Mr. Schweikert welcomed back Gary Smith.   Mr. Smith had a busy working season, and thanked 

Mr. Schweikert for the welcome back. 
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Mr. DePasquale mentioned a couple of months ago of starting a pilot program for a Sagamore 

cleanup day.  Mr. DePasquale said he is moving forward with this, and the tentative date is 

May 7, 2016 from 8:30 a.m. – 4-5:00 P.M.   It has yet to be determined whether the 40 yard 

containers will be located here out by the old salt shed or over by the new salt shed in the 

park.    More information will be available in the Sagamore Voice and on our website as we 

get closer to the date.  Mr. DePasquale said he is looking at another vendor other than Kimble 

to see whether he can get better pricing. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli mentioned the pet clinic is also scheduled for May 7
th

 at the maintenance 

building in the park.  Mr. DePasquale said it would then be better to have the containers by 

the old salt shed rather than in the park.  If this event is successful, the trustees might possibly 

hold another cleanup day in the Fall. 

 

Mr. DePasquale said all three communities received a letter from Mr. Migliorini, the Mayor of 

Macedonia wanting to have a round table discussion on how to help reduce costs in local 

government by banding together and sharing services.  Mr. DePasquale responded to Mr. 

Migliorini’s letter and met with him last Friday.  One of the things talked about was road 

equipment, which is very expensive.  Macedonia is looking to buy a hot mix trailer like we 

bought.   Mr. DePasquale will bring everyone up-to-speed after there is more dialogue and 

there is something that would be a win win for everyone.  Macedonia mentioned how happy 

they were with dispatch, and the township is also pleased with the service which has been 

without any bumps in the road.  Macedonia has been a very good partner thus far and Mr. 

DePasquale would like to explore other options with them, and see what is really on their 

mind. 

 

Mr. Schweikert said he received an email today from the State Auditor’s office regarding 

million dollar ladder trucks.  Mr. Schweikert said it is silly for four communities to purchase a 

million dollar ladder truck, even three communities.  This is something where expenses could 

be shared. 

 

Mr. Migliorini said they share a piece of equipment with Hudson that sucks out insulation in 

the attic so they can look for hot spots better.  The equipment is housed in Hudson, and this 

has been a great partnership with Hudson.   

 

There might be possibilities where we can save money.   

 

CITIZEN’S FORUM 

Kathy Loya, 9186 N. Bedford Road, asked whether there was any further communication or 

conversation with Sagamore Land Properties.  The trustees said there has been no further 

communication or conversation. 

 

Frank Kopas, 7495 S. Boyden Road, asked whether the paper container had been placed out 

by the township building yet.  The trustees responded no.  Mr. Kopas asked whether this was 

still in the plans.  Mr. Schweikert said probably in the spring.  Right now we don’t want the 

container because we have to take the salt that we have already ordered whether we use it or 

not.  Mr. Schweikert believes we will have a surplus of salt because of the mild winter.  The 

problem with a paper container by the salt shed is because of the huge trucks coming in with 

salt deliveries. 

 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to adjourn at 7:48 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   

R/C Vote: Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 


